
What experience and history 
teach is this ςthat people and 
governments have never 
learned anything from history 
or acted upon the principles 
deduced from it. (Hegel)



A Brief History of the USA

US Foreign Policies and Politics



I. Before US

ÅHuman settlement for 
more than 14.000 years 

ïNative Americans:

ïFirst Nations

ïAboriginal peoples

ïAmerican Indians 
(Amerindians, Red Indians)

ï2% of Canadians and 1% of 
Americans are Indians



II. Colonial Period 16.-18. Century

ÅColonial powers:

ïPortugal+ Spain

ïNetherlands

ïRussia

ïFrance

ïBritain 
ÅPuritans (Calvinists)

ÅWASPs  (White Anglo-
Saxon Protestants)



13 British Colonies 

ïmerchants

ïslaves and convicts

ïsettlers

ïpioneers 

self-reliance

frontier



Nation Building

ÅIndependence from the British mother country

ï1773 Boston Tea Party

ï1776 Declaration of Independence

ï1783 Treaty of Paris ends the Revolutionary War

ï1788 Constitutionand Bill of Rights



Nation Building

ÅIndependence from the British mother country

European Revolutions 

The US constitution became a model for most 
political systems in the world. 

Mission: uniting the states and winning the West! 



III. West Expansion 1783-1853
άA Manifest Destinyέ



III. West Expansion 1783-1853
άA Manifest Destinyέ



Key Words

Åbig business: onset of Industrial Revolution in the US ca. 1840

Å Informal Empire: political influence through economic             
dependence

ÅOpen Door Policy: abolition of traderestrictions; since 1899;

a means of indirect rule (W.A. Williams) 

ÅUnited Fruit Company: since 1899; enormous influence in 
Middle- and South America; today: 
Chiquita Brands Int. 

Åbig-stick policy: US right to exercise an international police 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ¢Φ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΨǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ
άspeak softly but carry a big stickά мфлм



Monroe Doctrine 1823

ÅPresident James Monroe (1817-1825)

ïEuropean interference in the Americas not 
tolerated 

ïno US interference in Europe and its colonies: 

άAmerica for the Americansά



Monroe Doctrine 1823

ÅPresident James Monroe (1817-1825)

ïάAmerica for the Americansά

ï¢ƘŜ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ όмуплǎύ ŀƴŘ άbig businessά 
interests lead to the creation of an 

άInformal Empireά 







Monroe Doctrine 1823

ÅPresident James Monroe (1817-1825)

ïάAmerica for the Americansέ

ïInformal Empire

ïThe doctrine remains valid until entry into 
the First World War (1917)



IV. Intervention and Isolation
1917-1945

ÅWW I

ïsubmarine warfare and the Zimmerman telegram 
threaten the safety of the USA 

ï²ƛƭǎƻƴΨǎ 14 Points Speech (Jan. 1918):
Åfree trade 

Ådemocracy

Åself-determination

Åabolition of secret diplomacy

ÅLeague of Nations



IV. Intervention and Isolation
1917-1945

ÅWW I

ïsubmarine warfare and the Zimmerman telegram 
threaten the safety of the USA 

ïWilsonΨǎ 14 Points Speech (Jan. 1918):

ÅWW II 

ïJapanese attack on Pearl Harbor 7 Dec. 1941 

ïnuclear attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki



F.D. Roosevelt 1945

ÅFour Liberties (Jan. 1941)

ïfreedom of speech 

ïand religion, 

ïprosperity 

ïand security for all nations



F.D. Roosevelt 1945

ÅFour Liberties (Jan. 1941)

ÅOne World Theory

άǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ŀǘ ǇŜŀŎŜΤ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 
well-being is dependent on the well-being of other 
nationsςfar away. We have learned to be citizens 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ

end of isolationism



V. Cold War Era 1945-1989

ÅTruman Doctrine 1947 containment

ÅEisenhower Doctrine 1957 

ÅKennedy Doctrine 1961-3

ÅJohnson Doctrine 1965

ÅNixon Doctrine 1969

ÅCarter Doctrine 1980

ÅReagan Doctrine 1985



Key Words

Åcontainment:prevention of any attempt to 
spread the communist influence through

ïeconomic aid: ERP

ïmilitary force: NATO

ïintelligence and covered operations: CIA 



Truman Doctrine 1947

άto protect free peoples from subjugation by 
armed minorities or outside pressureά

US foreign policy determined by the 

άƛǊƻƴ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴέ



V. Cold War Era 1945-1989

ÅTruman Doctrine 1947 containment

ÅEisenhower Doctrine 1957 rollback

ÅKennedy Doctrine 1961-3

ÅJohnson Doctrine 1965

ÅNixon Doctrine 1969

ÅCarter Doctrine 1980

ÅReagan Doctrine 1985



Eisenhower Doctrine 1957

Åάǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƛŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
aggression from international communismέ



Eisenhower Doctrine 1957

Åάǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƛŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
aggression from international communismέ

ÅMiddle East: economic and military assistance

ïto secure access to resources

ÅLatin America: intensified trade relations

ïand covered intervention in Guatemala 1953/4 
and Cuba 1959-63



V. Cold War Era 1945-1989

ÅTruman Doctrine 1947 containment

ÅEisenhower Doctrine 1957 rollback

ÅKennedy Doctrine 1961-3 détente

ÅJohnson Doctrine 1965

ÅNixon Doctrine 1969

ÅCarter Doctrine 1980

ÅReagan Doctrine 1985



Kennedy Doctrine 1961-3

ÅάǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƛŎŜΣ ōŜŀǊ ŀƴȅ ōǳǊŘŜƴΣ 
ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴȅ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΣ Χ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅέ



Kennedy Doctrine 1961-3

ÅάǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƛŎŜΣ ōŜŀǊ ŀƴȅ ōǳǊŘŜƴΣ 
ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴȅ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΣ Χ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅέ

Åinitially: expansion of rollback 

ïCuba, Vietnam





Kennedy Doctrine 1961-3

ÅάǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƛŎŜΣ ōŜŀǊ ŀƴȅ ōǳǊŘŜƴΣ ƳŜŜǘ 
ŀƴȅ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΣ Χ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅέ

Åinitially: expansion of rollback 

ÅTurning point: Cuban Missile Crisis 1962
ïPartial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty

ïSALT I (1975) + SALT II (1979)



Kennedy Doctrine 1961-3

ÅάǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƛŎŜΣ ōŜŀǊ ŀƴȅ ōǳǊŘŜƴΣ ƳŜŜǘ 
ŀƴȅ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΣ Χ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅέ

Åinitially: expansion of rollback 

ÅTurning point: Cuban Missile Crisis 1962
ïPartial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty

ïSALT I (1975) + SALT II (1979)

but also Vietnam War 



Johnson Doctrine 1965

Åάthe American nations cannot, must not, and 
will not permit the establishment of another 
Communist government in the Western 
Hemisphereέ



Johnson Doctrine 1965

Åάthe American nations cannot, must not, and 
will not permit the establishment of another 
Communist government in the Western 
Hemisphereέ

Ålegitimization of (covered) intervention and 
regime change in Latin America despite OAS
charter provisions

ïGuyana 1961-64 - Brazil 1962-64
ïDominican Rep. 1965
ïPanama 1980s -Venezuela 2002



V. Cold War Era 1945-1989

ÅTruman Doctrine 1947

ÅEisenhower Doctrine 1957 expansion of 

ÅKennedy Doctrine 1961-3 άōƛƎ-ǎǘƛŎƪ ǇƻƭƛŎȅά

ÅJohnson Doctrine 1965

ÅNixon Doctrine 1969

ÅCarter Doctrine 1980 interventionism

ÅReagan Doctrine 1985



Nixon Doctrine 1969

ÅάWe shall look to the nation directly threatened to 
assume the primary responsibility of providing the 
manpower for its defense.έ



Nixon Doctrine 1969

ÅάWe shall look to the nation directly threatened to 
assume the primary responsibility of providing the 
manpower for its defense.έ

ÅEnd of unconditional military protection 

ïretreat from Vietnam

ïand diplomatic relationship with communist China 

ïbut increasing weapon sales



Carter Doctrine 1980

ÅάAn attempt by any outside force to gain 
control of the Persian Gulf region will be 
regarded as an assault on the vital interests 
of the United States of America, and such an 
assault will be repelled by any means 
necessary, including military forceΦέ



Carter Doctrine 1980

ÅάAn attempt by any outside force to gain 
control of the Persian Gulf region will be 
regarded as an assault on the vital interests 
of the United States of America, and such an 
assault will be repelled by any means 
necessary, including military forceΦέ

Åmilitary presence in Gulf area

Åcovered support of mujahedeen



V. Cold War Era 1945-1989

ÅTruman Doctrine 1947 containment

ÅEisenhower Doctrine 1957 rollback

ÅKennedy Doctrine 1961-3 détente

ÅJohnson Doctrine 1965

ÅNixon Doctrine 1969

ÅCarter Doctrine 1980

ÅReagan Doctrine 1985 (new) rollback



Reagan Doctrine 1985

ÅάMy idea of American policy toward the  
Soviet Union is simple: 

We win and they loseΦέ



Reagan Doctrine 1985

ÅάMy idea of American policy toward the Soviet 
Union is simple: We win and they loseΦέ

ÅGlobal expansion of Carter Doctrine:
ï{¦ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŜǾƛƭ ŜƳǇƛǊŜέ όƳƻǊŀƭ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴύ

ïincluding threats from within foreign countries

ïcoveredintervention+ open confrontation in:

Afghanistan, Angola, Cambodia, Ethiopia, Iran, 
Laos, Libya, Nicaragua andVietnam



VI. Dissolution of Blocs and 
War on Terror

ÅBush Doctrine (2001-2009)

ïreaction to 9/11: War on Terrorism

ïάpreemptive strikes against potential enemies 
and promoting democratic regime changeέ

ïunilateralism



VI. Dissolution of Blocs and 
War on Terror

ÅBush Doctrine (2001-2009)

ïάpreemptive strikes against potential enemies 
and promoting democratic regime changeέ

ïunilateralism

ÅObama Doctrine (since 2009)

ïάForce is sometimes necessaryέ(Oslo speech) 

ïThe style of foreign policy changes towards 
multilateral negotiationsand cooperation. 



Bush Doctrine 2001

successes:
- end of Taliban regime

- Saddam Hussein removed from power

- no participation in Kyoto Protocol and theICC

failures:

- democratization of Afghanistan, Philippines, Somalia,  

Pakistan or Iraq remains weak

- al-Qaeda still prospering

- rising anti-Americanism and alienation of political partners



Obama Doctrine 2009

successes:

- improvements in international relationships

- withdrawal from Iraq 

- cooperation with the International Criminal Court

failures: 

- prisoners still detained in Guantanamo Bay 

- environmental policy remains rudimentary



The story continues ?

ÅThe age of universal empires with their 
territorial claims ended in 1991 to be followed 
by new economic empires based on markets, 
resources and value systems. (Demandt)

ÅThe struggle for dominance between East and 
West is going to be replaced by something 
completely different by 2045. (Morris)





Literatur:

Å Bäumlu.aΦ όIƎύ αCƻǊǳƳ DŜǎŎƘƛŎƘǘŜ мн ς.ŀȅŜǊƴ Φά мΦ Aufl. Cornelsen: Berlin, 2009. 

Å .ŜŎƪŜǊ αDŜǎŎƘƛŎƘǘŜ Nordamerikasseitder Mitte des 19. JhΦά όVorlesungsskript) UniAugsburg, 1995 

Å Brückner, D. u.aΦ όIƎΦύαBuchnersKollegDŜǎŎƘƛŎƘǘŜΦ мнΦά мΦ!ǳŦƭΦ Buchners: Bamberg, 2010.

Å BühlerΣ /Φ αAbitur-Training Geschichte. Deutschland von Napoleon biszurWeimarerRepublik. USA. 
SowjetunionΦά пΦ Aufl. Stark: Freising, 1989.

Å DemandtΣ !Φ όIƎΦύ α5ŀǎ Endeder Weltreiche. Von den Persernbiszur{¦ά .ŜŎƪΥ München1997.

Å Josephy!Φ όIƎΦύ α!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛƴ мпфнΦ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ tŜƻǇƭŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ !ǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΦά 
Vintage Books: NY, 1993.

Å LohmanΣ /Φ όIƎΦύ α9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ м ŦƻǊ .ƛƭƛƴƎǳŀƭ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎΦά мΦ Aufl.,Westermann: Braunschweig, 2007

Å Mann, G. u.aΦ όIƎΦύαPropyläenWeltgeschichteΦά .ŘΦ тҌуΣ Ullstein: Frankfurt a. M. 1964.

Å aƻǊǊƛǎΣ LΦ αWerregiertŘƛŜ ²ŜƭǘΚά /ŀƳǇǳǎΥ CǊŀƴƪŦǳǊǘκb¸Σ нлммΦ

Å RabeΣ {Φ ά¢ƘŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΦέ нллсΣ ŦǊƻƳ  ғǿǿǿΦ¢ƘŜCǊŜŜ[ƛōǊŀǊȅΦŎƻƳҔ  ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ мо aŀǊΦ нлммΦ 



Revision

ÅOrigins of US world view:

ïfrontier experience + self-reliance

ïPuritan ideals 

ïŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǊǳƭŜ άŦƻǊΣ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ 
and a free market economy generate peace and 
prosperity

ïa manifest destiny ςUS should play a leading role 



ÅChanging policies:

ïisolationism   (nation building)

ïinformal imperialism  (expansion)

ïreaction to attacks (World Wars)

ïcontainmentςdétente ςrollback (Cold War)

ïincreasing interventionism

ïa change towards multilateralism? (Obama)




